Plasma HEV RNA Concentrations
HEV RNA in donor blood was detected and quantified by using a validated real-time PCR protocol with a detection limit of 100 copies/mL (i.e., 60 IU/mL) (1).
HEV Genotype Determination
HEV was genotyped by sequencing a 348-nt fragment within the open reading frame (ORF) 2 gene (2). The sequences were compared with reference HEV sequences (3). A confirmed case of transfusion-transmitted HEV infection requires evidence of infection in the recipient and a component of the blood from the donor testing positive for HEV RNA. It also requires that the nucleotide sequences of the 2 isolates be identical. 
